
Cordura vs. Waxed Canvas: The Battle of the 

Toughest Fabrics 
 

Introduction 

When it comes to choosing the right fabric for your outdoor adventures or 
everyday gear, the decision can be as tough as the fabrics themselves. 
Enter Cordura and Waxed Canvas, two heavyweight contenders in the 
world of rugged textiles. In this article, we'll take a closer look at these two 
materials, their strengths, quirks, and unique characteristics, so you can 
make an informed choice for your needs. 



 

Cordura: The Modern Marvel 

What is Cordura? 

Cordura, often hailed as a modern marvel, is a high-performance, man-
made fabric known for its exceptional durability. Originally developed by 



DuPont, Cordura has come a long way since its inception in the mid-20th 
century. 

History and Development of Cordura 

Cordura's journey began in the military, where its toughness made it a 
staple for everything from backpacks to combat uniforms. Over the years, 
it evolved into a versatile fabric used in various industries, from outdoor 
gear to motorcycle apparel. 

Strengths and Durability of Cordura 

Cordura's claim to fame lies in its resistance to abrasion, tears, and scuffs. 
It can take a beating and come out looking as good as new. This durability 
makes it a top choice for items that face rough handling and exposure to 
the elements. 

Common Applications of Cordura Fabric 

You'll find Cordura in a wide array of products, including backpacks, 
luggage, motorcycle gear, and military equipment. Its strength and 
versatility have made it a go-to material for manufacturers looking to 
create long-lasting, high-performance items. 

Waxed Canvas: The Time-Tested Classic 

What is Waxed Canvas? 

On the other side of the ring, we have Waxed Canvas, a classic material 
with a history dating back centuries. This fabric starts as plain canvas, 
usually cotton, which is then treated with wax for enhanced performance. 

Historical Origins of Waxed Canvas 

Waxed Canvas has its roots in seafaring, where sailors relied on waxed 
sails to keep the elements at bay. Over time, this technique found its way 
into clothing and gear, resulting in the iconic look and feel of Waxed 
Canvas. 



Unique Properties and Characteristics of Waxed Canvas 

Waxed Canvas boasts a unique set of properties. It's naturally water-
resistant, which means it can withstand rain showers and light splashes 
without breaking a sweat. The waxed coating also gives it a distinct, 
rugged appearance. 

Traditional Uses of Waxed Canvas 

Waxed Canvas has a timeless charm and is often associated with heritage 
items like jackets, bags, and aprons. Its classic look and ability to develop a 
rich patina over time have earned it a dedicated following among those 
who appreciate both style and substance. 

 Comparing Strength and Durability 

Cordura and Waxed Canvas each have their own strengths when it comes 
to durability. Cordura excels in situations where abrasion resistance is 
paramount. Whether you're hiking through thorny underbrush or dragging 
your backpack through rocky terrain, Cordura can handle the punishment 
with ease. 

Waxed Canvas, on the other hand, shines in its ability to repel water. If 
you're caught in a sudden downpour or need to brave wet and muddy 
conditions, a Waxed Canvas jacket or bag can be your best friend. It won't 
soak through like many other fabrics, keeping you dry and comfortable. 

Personal Anecdote: Last summer, I embarked on a camping trip in the 
Pacific Northwest. The weather forecast promised sunshine, but the 
unpredictable nature of the region had me packing both a Cordura 
backpack and a Waxed Canvas jacket. Sure enough, we encountered a 
surprise rainstorm. While my Cordura backpack protected my gear, it was 
my trusty Waxed Canvas jacket that kept me warm and dry throughout the 
adventure. 

Comfort and Wearability 

When it comes to comfort, Cordura items have the edge. The fabric is 
lightweight and often used in backpacks, ensuring that you can carry your 



gear comfortably, even on long hikes. Its flexibility also means it won't 
restrict your movements. 

Waxed Canvas, however, can be a bit stiff, especially when new. It takes 
time to break in, much like a pair of leather boots. Once it molds to your 
body, the comfort factor increases significantly, but this initial stiffness can 
be a turn-off for some. 

Personal Anecdote: I own both a Cordura and a Waxed Canvas backpack. 
While the Cordura one is my go-to for day hikes, my Waxed Canvas bag 
has become a beloved companion for leisurely weekend getaways. Its 
unique character and comfort, once broken in, make it worth the initial 
adjustment period. 

Versatility in Applications 

Cordura's versatility knows no bounds in the modern world. You'll find it in 
everything from high-tech hiking gear to sleek urban backpacks. Its ability 
to withstand harsh conditions and still look stylish has made it a favorite 
among outdoor enthusiasts and urban commuters alike. 

Waxed Canvas, however, remains rooted in its traditional uses. It excels in 
heritage-inspired clothing and accessories, lending a touch of vintage 
charm to your wardrobe. While it may not be as versatile as Cordura, it 
excels where classic style and weather resistance are required. 

Maintenance and Care 

Taking care of your Cordura and Waxed Canvas items is essential to ensure 
they serve you well over the years. 

For Cordura, regular cleaning with mild soap and water is usually sufficient. 
Check the manufacturer's recommendations for any specific care 
instructions. The beauty of Cordura lies in its low maintenance. 

Waxed Canvas, on the other hand, requires a bit more attention. Over 
time, the wax coating may wear off, affecting its water-resistant properties. 
You can reapply wax using products like Otter Wax or simply embrace the 
evolving patina as part of its charm. 



Personal Tip: To maintain my Waxed Canvas jacket, I use a hairdryer on 
low heat to redistribute the wax coating evenly. It's a simple trick that 
helps keep it looking and performing its best. 

Aesthetic Appeal 

Cordura items have a modern, sleek appearance. The fabric often comes in 
various colors and textures, allowing for a wide range of design 
possibilities. If you prefer a contemporary look, Cordura has you covered. 

Waxed Canvas, on the other hand, offers a distinct, rugged aesthetic. It 
starts with a timeless, earthy color palette and gains character as it ages. 
The scuffs and marks that accumulate over time tell a story of adventures 
and experiences. 

Personal Impression: While I appreciate the sleekness of Cordura for 
everyday use, there's something undeniably charming about the worn-in 
look of my Waxed Canvas bag. It's like a well-traveled companion with 
stories to tell. 

Cost and Accessibility 

When it comes to affordability, Cordura often takes the lead. It's a readily 
available material used in a wide range of products, making it accessible to 
most budgets. Whether you're shopping for a new backpack or a pair of 
pants, you'll likely find Cordura options that won't break the bank. 

Waxed Canvas, while not necessarily budget-friendly, offers value in its 
longevity. A well-maintained Waxed Canvas item can last for decades, 
making it a worthwhile investment for those who appreciate quality and 
durability. 

Environmental Impact 

In today's environmentally conscious world, the impact of our choices 
matters. Cordura has made strides in sustainability, with some 
manufacturers 

using recycled materials in their production processes. While it may not be 
entirely eco-friendly, it's a step in the right direction. 



Waxed Canvas, on the other hand, is a natural material that biodegrades 
over time. Its longevity means it's less likely to end up in landfills, making it 
a more eco-conscious choice in the long run. 

Choosing the Right Fabric for You 

In the end, the choice between Cordura and Waxed Canvas comes down to 
personal preference and intended use. If you're seeking high-performance 
gear for outdoor adventures or a sleek urban companion, Cordura might be 
the way to go. On the other hand, if you appreciate timeless style and a 
fabric that ages gracefully, Waxed Canvas won't disappoint. 

Personal Story: When I recently had to choose a new backpack for my 
travels, I found myself torn between a Cordura option with all its high-tech 
features and a Waxed Canvas bag that exuded classic charm. In the end, 
my decision was influenced by the kind of adventures I envisioned, and I 
haven't looked back since. 

Case Studies or Product Reviews 

Include examples of popular products made from Cordura and Waxed 
Canvas, along with personal insights or reviews. 



 

Conclusion 

In the ring, it's a close match between Cordura and Waxed Canvas. Each 
fabric brings its own set of strengths and character to the table. Whether 
you're gearing up for an outdoor expedition or simply want a reliable 



everyday companion, understanding the unique attributes of Cordura and 
Waxed Canvas can make all the difference. 

As you weigh your options, consider what matters most to you: the sleek, 
modern performance of Cordura, or the timeless, weathered charm of 
Waxed Canvas. Whichever you choose, rest assured that you're investing in 
a fabric that's built to last and ready for whatever adventures lie ahead. 

FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) 

1. Is Cordura waterproof? 

- While Cordura is highly resistant to abrasion and tearing, it's not 
inherently waterproof. Some manufacturers apply additional coatings for 
water resistance. 

2. Can I wash Waxed Canvas? 

- Yes, but avoid using harsh detergents. Gently wipe with a damp cloth or 
sponge, and allow it to air dry. 

3. Which is better for hiking, Cordura or Waxed Canvas? 

- Cordura's abrasion resistance makes it an excellent choice for hiking, 
especially in rough terrain. However, if you anticipate wet conditions, a 
Waxed Canvas backpack might be a better option. 

4. How can I restore the water resistance of my Waxed Canvas 
item? 

- You can reapply wax using products like Otter Wax or similar fabric wax 
products. Follow the manufacturer's instructions for best results. 

5. Is Cordura environmentally friendly? 

- Some manufacturers produce Cordura using recycled materials, but it 
may not be as eco-friendly as natural fabrics like Waxed Canvas, which 
biodegrades over time. 

1. Otter Wax - Waxed Canvas Care Products 

o Otter Wax offers a range of products specifically designed for 
maintaining and re-waxing Waxed Canvas items, ensuring they 
stay water-resistant and looking great. 

2. Cordura Official Website 

https://www.otterwax.com/
https://www.cordura.com/


o The official Cordura website provides in-depth information 
about the fabric, its applications, and the various industries it 
serves. It's a valuable resource for anyone looking to learn 
more about Cordura. 
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