Motobécane Super Mirage: A Ride through
Time and Style

Have you ever stumbled upon a vintage bicycle that seems to whisper tales
of the past with its classic design and sturdy build? The Motobécane Super
Mirage is one such gem that's more than just a bicycle—it's a time machine
that takes you on a journey back to the golden era of cycling. In this
article, we'll pedal through the history, features, and the unique charm of
the Motobécane Super Mirage. So, gear up and let's roll down memory
lane!

Hitting the Brakes on History: The Origins of Motobécane

Before the advent of sleek carbon frames and high-tech gear shifting
systems, there was a simpler time when bicycles were a symbol of freedom
and exploration. Motobécane, a French bicycle manufacturer, had its
humble beginnings in the 1920s. What started as a small workshop crafting
exquisite bikes soon gained momentum, capturing the hearts of cycling
enthusiasts.



The Birth of the Super Mirage: A Star is Born

Picture this: the 1970s, a decade known for disco and groovy vibes. Amidst
the cultural revolution, Motobécane introduced the Super Mirage—a bicycle
that would go on to become an icon. With its steel frame and bold



geometry, the Super Mirage wasn't just a mode of transportation; it was a
statement piece.

Riding in Style: Features That Make Heads Turn

The Motobécane Super Mirage wasn't just about aesthetics; it boasted a
range of features that made it a sought-after companion for riders of all
ages. The sleek chrome accents, vintage-style leather saddle, and classic
drop handlebars provided a blend of comfort and style that's hard to find in
modern bikes.

Gears and Glory: The Shifting Experience

Unlike the smooth, almost imperceptible gear shifts of today's high-tech
bicycles, the Super Mirage had a gear shifting system that required a
certain finesse. Shifting gears was an art—a skill that seasoned riders
mastered over time. It was all about listening to the bike's rhythmic clicks
and feeling the change in resistance.

Taking a Spin: Riding the Super Mirage

Getting on a Motobécane Super Mirage isn't just hopping onto a bike; it's
stepping into a different era. As you pedal along, you can almost feel the
nostalgia in the air. The wind in your hair, the rhythmic clatter of the
wheels, and the sense of connection to the road beneath you create an
experience that's both exhilarating and serene.

Bumps and Jolts: The Adventure of Classic Suspension

Modern bikes come equipped with suspension systems that absorb the
impact of uneven terrains, ensuring a smooth ride. But the Super Mirage
wasn't about smooth roads alone. It embraced the bumps and jolts of the
journey, giving you a taste of the raw, unfiltered thrill of cycling.

Pedaling into the Sunset: Legacy and Collectibility

As time marched on and technology advanced, the Motobécane Super
Mirage retained its vintage charm. Collectors and enthusiasts recognized its
value, not just as a mode of transportation but as a piece of history.



Owning a Super Mirage became more than a choice; it was a statement of
admiration for the craftsmanship of a bygone era.

Gearing Up for the Future: Modern Takes on a Classic

The allure of the Super Mirage lives on, inspiring bicycle manufacturers to
create modern iterations that pay homage to its design. These bikes blend
the best of both worlds—classic aesthetics with contemporary features.
Riding one feels like embracing the past while racing towards the future.



Conclusion: Where Time and Wheels Meet

In a world that's constantly racing forward, the Motobécane Super Mirage
stands still, an ode to a simpler time when cycling was more than just a
sport—it was a way of life. It's a reminder that a ride isn't just about



reaching a destination; it's about the journey, the experiences, and the
stories that unfold along the way.

FAQs About the Motobécane Super Mirage

1. Q: Is the Motobécane Super Mirage suitable for modern-day
commuting?

A: While it may lack some of the modern conveniences, the Super Mirage
can still be a reliable and stylish option for commuting short distances.

2. Q: Can I find original vintage Super Mirage bikes for sale?
A: Yes, you can! However, they might require some restoration work.
Alternatively, you can look for modern versions inspired by the Super
Mirage's design.

3. Q: Are there any specific maintenance tips for vintage Super
Mirage bikes?

A: Regularly lubricate the moving parts, keep an eye on the tire condition,
and ensure the brakes are in good working order. Finding a mechanic
experienced with vintage bikes is recommended.

4. Q: How does riding a Super Mirage differ from riding a modern
bike?

A: Riding a Super Mirage is a unique experience. It requires a bit more
engagement with the bike, especially when shifting gears. You'll feel a
stronger connection to the road beneath you.

5. Q: What makes the Motobécane Super Mirage a collector's
item?

A: The Super Mirage is a collector's item due to its historical significance,
classic design, and the nostalgia it evokes. Owning one is like holding a
piece of cycling history.

And there you have it, folks—the Motobécane Super Mirage, a two-wheeled
time capsule that captures the essence of an era gone by. Whether you're
an avid cyclist or just someone who appreciates the beauty of the past, the
Super Mirage is sure to leave an indelible mark on your heart and in your
memories.



1. Motobécane Official Website: This link can provide readers with
more information about the history of Motobécane as a brand, their
range of bicycles, and any modern takes on the Super Mirage design.

2. Vintage Bicycle Restoration Guide: This link offers readers
valuable insights into how they can restore and maintain vintage
bicycles like the Super Mirage, providing practical tips and advice for
enthusiasts.
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