
DT Swiss M1700 vs M1900: Unraveling the 

Wheelie Good Battle 
 

Introduction 

When it comes to mountain biking, having the right wheels can make all 
the difference in your riding experience. DT Swiss, a renowned name in the 
cycling industry, offers a range of high-quality wheelsets to cater to the 
needs of mountain bikers. In this article, we'll dive into a head-to-head 
comparison between two popular models: the DT Swiss M1700 and the 
M1900. Strap on your helmet, tighten those shoes, and let's roll! 

DT Swiss M1700 

The DT Swiss M1700 wheelset is a beast on the trails. With its sturdy 
construction and impressive features, it's a favorite among avid mountain 
bikers. The M1700 comes in different rim options and sizes, allowing riders 
to choose the perfect fit for their bikes. The rims are designed for durability 
and strength, capable of withstanding rough terrains and demanding trail 
conditions. 



 

One of the standout features of the M1700 is its hub technology and 
engagement. DT Swiss incorporates its reliable and efficient ratchet 
system, ensuring quick power transfer and instant engagement. This 
translates into responsive acceleration and efficient power delivery, giving 
riders an edge on the trails. 



The M1700 wheelset also boasts a spoke count and lacing pattern that 
enhances its overall stiffness and durability. With options for both straight-
pull and J-bend spokes, riders can customize their wheelset based on their 
preferences. The spoke count varies depending on the specific model, 
offering a balance between weight savings and robustness. 

In terms of performance, the M1700 shines across different terrains. 
Whether you're tackling rocky descents or powering through technical 
climbs, these wheels provide excellent stability and control. The wide rim 
profile allows for optimal tire support, improving cornering grip and 
traction. Riders have praised the M1700 for its ability to handle aggressive 
riding styles and deliver consistent performance. 

DT Swiss M1900 

The DT Swiss M1900 is another formidable contender in the world of 
mountain bike wheelsets. Designed to offer exceptional performance at an 
affordable price point, the M1900 is a popular choice among riders seeking 
reliable wheels without breaking the bank. 

Similar to the M1700, the M1900 is available in various rim options and 
sizes, catering to different bike setups. The rims are constructed with 
durability in mind, capable of withstanding the rigors of off-road riding. 
While not as lightweight as some high-end models, the M1900 strikes a 
balance between strength and weight savings. 

The M1900 features DT Swiss' reliable hub technology, ensuring efficient 
power transfer and engagement. Although it may not offer the lightning-
fast engagement of higher-end models, it still delivers solid performance on 
the trails. The spoke count and lacing pattern contribute to the overall 
stiffness of the wheelset, allowing for responsive handling and precise 
control. 

When it comes to performance, the M1900 delivers a dependable riding 
experience. It excels in providing stability and control, allowing riders to 
confidently navigate challenging terrain. The rim width is optimized for 
modern tire sizes, providing excellent traction and support. While it may 
not have the same level of responsiveness as the M1700, the M1900 holds 
its own on the trails. 



Comparison of M1700 and M1900 

Now that we've examined the individual strengths of the M1700 and 
M1900, let's compare them head-to-head: 

Weight and Durability 

The M1700 is known for its lightweight design, making it an excellent 
choice for riders who prioritize speed and agility. On the other hand, the 
M1900 sacrifices some weight savings in favor of enhanced durability and 
strength. 

Rim Width and Compatibility 

Both wheelsets offer a range of rim widths to suit different tire sizes. The 
M1700 tends to have wider options, allowing for better tire support and 
improved traction. 

Hub Performance and Engagement 

The M1700 boasts DT Swiss' renowned ratchet system, providing quick 
engagement and efficient power transfer. While the M1900 may not offer 
the same level of engagement, it still delivers solid performance for most 
riders. 

Spoke Count and Stiffness 

The M1700 typically features a lower spoke count, reducing weight and 
increasing responsiveness. The M1900, on the other hand, offers a higher 
spoke count for added strength and stiffness. 

Price Point and Value for Money 

The M1700 tends to be pricier due to its lighter weight and higher-end 
features. The M1900 offers a more budget-friendly option while still 
providing reliable performance. 



Riding Experience and Performance 

Both the M1700 and M1900 offer exhilarating riding experiences on the 
trails. The M1700 excels in its responsiveness, providing snappy 
acceleration and nimble handling. Riders who prioritize agility and precision 
will appreciate its performance. On the other hand, the M1900 delivers a 
stable and confidence-inspiring ride, making it a suitable choice for riders 
seeking a balance between performance and affordability. 

Pros and Cons 

To summarize, here are the key advantages and drawbacks of each 
wheelset: 

DT Swiss M1700: 

- Pros: 
- Lightweight design for agility 

- Quick engagement and efficient power transfer 

- Excellent performance across different terrains 

- Cons: 

- Higher price point 
- Limited spoke count options 

DT Swiss M1900: 

- Pros: 
- Affordable price point 
- Reliable performance and durability 

- Stable and confidence-inspiring ride 

- Cons: 

- Slightly heavier compared to high-end models 

- Not as responsive as the M1700 

Which Wheelset is Right for You? 

Choosing between the DT Swiss M1700 and M1900 depends on your 
specific preferences and needs. If you prioritize lightweight construction, 



quick engagement, and optimal performance, the M1700 might be the 
ideal choice. However, if you're looking for a more budget-friendly option 
without compromising on reliability and stability, the M1900 is a solid 
contender. 

Consider factors such as your riding style, terrain preferences, and budget 
when making your decision. It's also worth consulting with local bike shops 
or experienced riders for additional insights and recommendations. 

Maintenance and Support 

Both the M1700 and M1900 wheelsets require regular maintenance to 
ensure optimal performance and longevity. It's important to follow the 
manufacturer's guidelines for cleaning, lubrication, and spoke tension 
adjustments. Additionally, DT Swiss provides warranty coverage and 
reliable customer support to address any potential issues or concerns. 



 

Conclusion 

When it comes to the DT Swiss M1700 vs. M1900 debate, there's no clear 
winner. Both wheelsets offer impressive features and performance that 
cater to different riders and riding styles. Ultimately, your decision should 
be based on your personal preferences, budget, and specific needs as a 



mountain biker. Whether you choose the lightweight and agile M1700 or 
the reliable and affordable M1900, both options guarantee an exhilarating 
ride on the trails. 

FAQs 

1. Are the DT Swiss M1700 and M1900 compatible with tubeless 
tires? 

Yes, both wheelsets are designed to be compatible with tubeless tires, 
providing benefits such as improved traction and reduced risk of flats. 

2. Can I upgrade the hub engagement on the M1900 wheelset? 

While the M1900 may not offer the same level of engagement as the 
M1700 out of the box, some riders choose to upgrade the hub internals for 
faster engagement. 

3. Do the M1700 and M1900 wheelsets come with a warranty? 

Yes, DT Swiss offers warranty coverage for their wheelsets. It's advisable 
to check the specific warranty terms and conditions provided by the 
manufacturer. 

4. Are replacement parts readily available for the M1700 and 
M1900 wheelsets? 

DT Swiss has a wide distribution network, making replacement parts easily 
accessible through local bike shops or online retailers. 

5. Can I use the M1700 or M1900 wheelsets for other disciplines 
of cycling, such as gravel riding? 

While these wheelsets are primarily designed for mountain biking, they can 
be suitable for certain gravel riding applications. It's important to consider 
factors such as rim width and tire compatibility when using them outside 
their intended purpose. 

1. DT Swiss Official Website 

o This link will direct readers to the official website of DT Swiss, 
where they can explore more information about the M1700 and 
M1900 wheelsets, as well as other products offered by the 
company. 

2. Pinkbike Review: DT Swiss M1700 vs. M1900 

https://www.dtswiss.com/en
https://www.pinkbike.com/


o This link leads to a comprehensive review on Pinkbike, a 
popular mountain biking website, comparing the DT Swiss 
M1700 and M1900 wheelsets. The review provides in-depth 
analysis and insights into the performance and features of both 
wheelsets. 
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